
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнс 

I said to myself, "I have labored in vain. I 

spent my strength and came up empty, 

with nothing. Yet a just verdict for me rests 

with the LORD, and my reward is with my 

God."  (Isaiah 49:4) 
 

"I have labored in vain." This sounds 

rather glum. It almost sounds as if  

Jesus has given up, as if there is no 

point in working so hard. The next 

phrase is even worse: "I spent my 

strength and came up empty, with 

nothing." 
 

Have we had days where we have 

worked so hard but there seems to 

be no return? Do we have dark days 

of hopelessness? Is despair a                  

frequent but unwelcome guest in 

our hearts and heads?  Even doing a 

simple thing such as going to the 

doctor can make us feel gloomy! 
 

We are not alone. Read again these 

words from the Servant of the Lord. 

Follow him to the hills outside              

Jerusalem, where Jesus sat down  

and wept over the people of the 

city. Sit by Jesus, Peter, James, and 

John in Gethsemane, and hear his 

anguished lament: "My soul is very 

sorrowful, even to the point of 

death" (Matthew 26:38). 
 

Jesus feels these very real, human 

emotions. He expresses the struggle 

in very real terms. Yet, we must 

hold the truth that he never gives in 

to despair. He never gives up on his 

mission to rescue humanity. He  

never caves in to sinful thoughts, 

words, and deeds. 
 

After expressing the very real          

struggle he will face, bearing the 

weight of the world on his               

shoulders, Jesus puts his hope and 

trust in the Lord. Things would 

work out in the end. The author of 

Hebrews puts it this way, regarding 

Jesus, "In view of the joy set before 

him, he endured the cross, disre-

garding its shame" (Hebrews 12:2). 
 

Unpleasant moments lead up to and 

happens at the cross. But Jesus 

knows his just verdict is with the 

Lord. His reward is with his God. 

The struggle is worth it from God's 

perspective because it means                

winning our salvation. 
 

We may have dark days. Our life 

may be a struggle. We can say with 

Jesus, "My just verdict is with the 

Lord." It truly is. Our right to heaven 

is with the Lord, freely won by him 

and freely given to us. There will be 

no struggle in heaven. 
 

Lord Jesus, you labored for our    

salvation. You spent your strength 

on the cross. It was all for us. May 

we treasure your work on this 

earth,  always. Amen.  
 ~~ Pastor Zirpel 

ñOur Salvation is a Big Deal to Godò  
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Midweek Lenten & Holy Week Worship      
Services at Redeemer 

Ash Wednesday, February 18  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Soup & Pie  

hosted by LWML 
 

Wednesday, February 25  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Soup & Sandwiches 

hosted by Bibiõs Hope 
 

Wednesday, March 4  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Hot Dogs & Loose Meats 

hosted by KinderCottage Preschool 
 

Wednesday, March 11  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Spaghetti 

hosted by Confirmation 
 

Wednesday, March 18  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Taco Bar 

hosted by High School 

Wednesday, March 25  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  

*Meal: Lasagna 

hosted by Handbells / Choir 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29  

Worship 6:30 PM Thursday,    

March 26; 8:15 & 10:45 AM  

Sunday, March 29  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 2  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship with 

Holy Communion  
 

Good Friday, April 3  

11:30 AM & 7 PM Worship  
 

Easter Sunday, April 5  

7:30-10 AM Redeemer Youth serve 

Easter Breakfast 
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 Redeemer News. . .  
òThe Lutheran Witnessó 

Magazine is available to all members. If you would like to                                 

subscribe or be taken off the list, please stop in the office.                                                      

(If you already subscribe, no action is necessary.)  

 

 ò2025 Giving Statementsó  
2025 giving statements for all members have been mailed. If you did not 

receive one, if you need an additional copy, or if yours has errors or 

omissions, please see Angie in the office. Thank you!  

ϝϝ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ WŀƳǎΣ WŜƭƭƛŜǎΣ tƛŎƪƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀƪŜ {ŀƭŜǎ ϝϝ 
 

  bƻƴ-.ǳŘƎŜǘŜŘ 

  WƻƘƴ ²ƻƭŦ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ                                  мнΣлнрΦлл 

  !ŘŀƳ [ŜƘƳŀƴ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ                            нΣтфлΦлл 

  IŜǊ IŜŀƭǘƘΣ .ŀōȅ .ƻǧƭŜ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ                            смлΦлл 

  aƛǎǎƛƻƴ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ                                                           мΣфллΦлл 

  [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜ                                                             пслΦлл 

  wŜŘŜŜƳŜǊΩǎ CƻƻŘ {ƘŜƭŦ                                              нΣоуфΦлл 

  .ƛōƛΩǎ IƻǇŜ                                                                 онΣсслΦлл 

  .ƛōƛΩǎ IƻǇŜ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ                                            уΣфосΦлл 

  aƻǊƴƛƴƎǎƛŘŜ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ 9ǎǘŀǘŜǎ όCƛǊŜ ±ƛŎǝƳǎύ           рΣнртΦлл 

  ²ƻƻŘōǳǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅ CŀƛǊ                                             олΣупоΦмо 

  [²a[ aƛǘŜǎ                                                                 сΣлтоΦун  

  {ǘΦ tŀǳƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭ               мΣтнрΦлл 

  {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ DƻƭŦ hǳǝƴƎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǘŜŀƪǎύ               нсΣрллΦлл 

  ¢h¢![                                                                    ϷмонΣмсуΦфр  
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2025 Meals with a Mission Report 
 

      
 Altar Guild                      400.00 
 
 Bibiôs Hope     1,200.00 
 
  CMD          800.00 
 
 Food Bank of Siouxland      800.00 
 
 Good Shepherd Hour      400.00 
 
 Hope Lutheran Hispanic Ministry    800.00 
 
 Lamplighters        400.00 
 
 LWML         800.00 
 
 Main Street Living    1,200.00 
 
 Mercy Meals        800.00 
 
 Mission Central       400.00 
 
 Missionary Adam Lehman     800.00  
 
 Missionary JJ Wolf    1,200.00 
 
 Orphan Grain Train      800.00 
 
 Redeemer Sound System     400.00  
 
 St. Paul Lutheran School  2,000.00 
 
 

                                            Total  $13,200.00                                       
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Redeemer Family News & Events 
 

FEBRUARY  
 

Contact DCE  Jonathon Bailey with any  
Questions or Concerns!  

#ÁÌÌÉÎÇ !ÌÌ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȦ  9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎÖÉÔÅÄ ÔÏ Á (ÁÌÆ ,ÏÃË-)Î ÏÎ 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΧΩÔÈȟ ÆÒÏÍ άȡΦΦ 0-ɀ-ÉÄÎÉÇÈÔȢ *ÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ Á ÎÉÇÈÔ ÆÕÌÌ 

ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄȟ ÆÕÎȟ ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȢ 3ÕÐÐÅÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄȢ "ÒÉÎÇ Á 

ÆÒÉÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÉÓÓ ÏÕÔ ÏÎ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȦ 
 

.ÅØÔ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÐ -ÅÅÔÉÎÇȡ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ                

-ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÐȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÍÁËÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ -ÉÓÓÉÏÎ 4ÒÉÐ 

-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ΣΧÔÈ ÁÔ ΣΤȡΥΡ 0-Ȣ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁÌËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ              

ÕÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÆÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÅÒÓɂÙÏÕÒ ÉÎÐÕÔ ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȦ 

-ÕÓËÅÔÅÅÒÓ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ- )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ 

ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ Á -ÕÓËÅÔÅÅÒÓ ÇÁÍÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 

ÂÁÃË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȢ 4ÈÅ ÇÁÍÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 

ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙ -ÁÒÃÈ ΣΥÔÈ ÁÔ ΩÐÍȢ 4ÉÃËÅÔÓ ÃÏÓÔ ΏΣΥ ÅÁÃÈȢ  

3ÉÏÕØÌÁÎÄ 9ÏÕÔÈ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔ ÁÎÄ )Ï×Á $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ 7ÅÓÔ ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ                
Ȱ4ÈÅ 3ÌÏ× $Ï×ÎȱɂÁÎ ÅÖÅÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÍÕÓÉÃȟ ÐÏÅÔÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ 
4ÁÎÎÅÒ /ÌÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ -ÁÔÔ $ÏÅÒÉÎÇȢ 
 

      4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΨ          ΨȡΥΡ 0-      
 

     2ÅÄÅÅÍÅÒ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ      
          ɉΥΤΡΦ 3ÏÕÔÈ ,ÁËÅÐÏÒÔ 2Äȟ 3ÉÏÕØ #ÉÔÙȟ )!Ɋ 
 

4ÁÎÎÅÒ /ÌÓÏÎ ÉÓ Á ÓÐÏËÅÎ-×ÏÒÄ ÐÏÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒ ×ÈÏ ÔÒÁÖÅÌÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÐÏÅÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÇÒÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÐÅȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ 
ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔÌÙ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 9ÏÕÔÈ 'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÎ .Å× /ÒÌÅÁÎÓȢ 
 

-ÁÔÔ $ÏÅÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á ÓÉÎÇÅÒȾÓÏÎÇ×ÒÉÔÅÒ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÅÏÒÇÅÔÏ×Îȟ 4ÅØÁÓȢ (Å 
ÔÒÁÖÅÌÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÔÈÁÔ ÏǟÅÒÓ Á ËÉÎÄȟ ÒÅÓÔÆÕÌ ÒÅȤ
ÍÉÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÁÔɂÅÖÅÎ ÉÎ ÌÉÆÅȭÓ ÕÐÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏ×ÎÓɂÂÅÁÕÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÁÒÅ ÁÌȤ
×ÁÙÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȢ 
 

#ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÌÏ× ÄÏ×ÎȢ "Å ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄȢ &ÉÎÄ ÈÏÐÅȢ   ! ÍÅÁÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ 
ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ΧȡΣΧ- ΨȡΡΡ ÐÍȢ   0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÉÎË ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 12 ÃÏÄÅ ÔÏ 2360Ȧ   
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(Benefit Bibiôs Hope) 
Order by: Thursday, February 5th 
Pick-Up at Redeemer: February 9th ï 13th  

PLEASE ADD PICK UP DATE DOWN BELOW 
 

**Alternate Pick-Up Date/Time-Call Pastor Zirpel  

Pies, Cakes, Cupcakes and Cookies (per doz.) - $20 
 

      
 

_____ White Cake Valentine Icing                 

_____ White Cake XOXO Icing 

_____ Chocolate Cake True Love Icing 

_____ Dozen Chocolate Cupcakes 

_____ Dozen White Cupcakes  

_____ Dozen Mixed Cupcakes 

_____ Dozen Valentine Cookies 

_____ German Chocolate Cake      

_____ Coconut Cream Pie 

_____ French Silk Pie  

 

Name: ______________________    Phone: ______________________ 

PLEASE PUT PICK UP DATE: _______________________________ 

**Alternate Pick-Up Date/Time: _______________________________ 

(Call Pastor Zirpel  to schedule alternate date/time) 

Cash or Checks Written to óRedeemer Lutheran Churchô 

Credit Cards and Venmo also accepted 
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Redeemer Library, 
Sharing the Love of Christ 

       
      Redeemer Library Committee:  

      Michelle Callahan, Lisa Gottburg, Jeannette Johnson,  

      Sylvia Johnson, & Andrea Van Peursem   

When Love Comes My Way  
by  Lori Copeland 
A tale of love, redemption, and 
faith set in Michiganôs Upper Peninsula 
during the lumber boom. After a wagon 
accident in 1873, Tess Wakefield awakens 
with no memoryðand soon loses her 
heart to rugged lumberjack Jake 
Lannigan. But Jake believes sheôs the 
spoiled timber heiress he resents. As 
secrets unravel and emotions deepen, both 
must confront pride and pain to discover 
if Godôs plan can unite them. 

 

 
 
 

The DNA of  Relationships for 
Couples 
by  Greg Smalley 
This book shows readers the steps to take 
to strengthen and rebuild their marriage 
relationship. The practical solutions are 
built on the basic steps that are explained 
in The DNA of Relationships. Smalley 
uses fictional couples (based on real client 
experience) who are grappling with              
real-life problems ranging from work            
and family priority balance issues to 
extramarital affairs. Through the telling  
of the stories of real couples going 
through the step-by-step counseling 
process, the book provides a tool to help 
both partners identify destructive 
relationship habits and explains how to 
begin the rebuilding process.  

Winter Turns to Spring: Four 
Seasons of Marriage ,Book # 4 
by  Catherine Palmer, Gary Chapman 
 A young newlywed couple who are 
facing their first season of winter. 
Opposite work schedules, differing 
views on finances and when to start a 
family, and Brad's selfish and immature 
habits are forcing the young couple 
apart, causing them to question why 
they ever got married in the first place. 
It will take a whole lot of helpˈmostly 
from their nosy but well-meaning 
neighbors ˈ for Ashley and Brad to 
pull their marriage out of the winter 
blues and into a hopeful spring. As 
usual, the residents of Deepwater Cove 
will pop in and out of the story to 
delight readers. 
 

The Photograph 
By Beverly Lewis 
Life. There are so many decisions. So 
much to think of, remember, plan, do, 
be, and accomplish. If only there was 
someone with wise words, a plan, some 
"direction" for our lives. Luci finds 
reason for laughter in the midst of tears. 
She also knowsˈfrom experienceˈthe 
importance of listening, learning, 
laughing, and loving her way through 
life. Between laughing with friends and 
adopting humor as a basic lifestyle, Luci 
brings balance and wisdom your way as 
she openly shares her life. For more than 
60 years, she's maintained a joyful spirit, 
a grateful heart, and a rich, purposeful 
relationship with God.  
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We are missing a few books 

from our library. If you have 

checked one out or picked one 

up off the table without writing 

it down, please return them to 

the library as soon as you can. 

And donõt forget to sign out 

books on the clipboard on the 

Library desk. Thank you! 

 
Donating Books to  

Our Library? 

Look for the form near the 

òdonationó basket and complete 

one form for each book you 

donate! 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Christ in the Passover 
by  Cecil Rose, Moishe Rosen 
Through Christ in the Passover, youôll 
trace Godôs involvement through the 
history of this holy day-From the first 
Passover, all the way to the modern se-
der. The authors show you how the death 
and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah are 
forever interwoven with the Passover 
and its symbolism 

The Carpenterôs Journey: 
To the Cross and Beyond   
by Sigmund Brouwer 

Sigmund Brouwer offers an intimate, 
vivid journey through Jesusôs final week 
before the crucifixion, bringing these 
pivotal moments to life with the urgency 
and imagery that define his popular 
thrillers. Newly repackaged for wider 
appeal, The Carpenterôs Journey to the 
Cross and Beyond invites both adults 
and young readers to rediscover the won-
der of Christôs sacrifice. This is an audio-
book on CD. 
 

A Love Worth Giving: Living in the 
Overflow of Godôs Love 
by Max Lucado 

Finding it hard to love? Someone in your 
world is hard to forgive? Is patience an 
endangered species? Kindness a forgot-
ten virtue? If so, you may have forgotten 
a step -- an essential first step. Living 
loved. God loves you. Personally. Pow-
erfully. Passionately. Others have prom-
ised and failed. But God has promised 
and succeeded. He loves you with an 
unfailing love. And his love -- if you let 
it -- can fill you and leave you with a 
love worth giving.  
 
 
 
 

 

Special Books to Honor 
Presidentôs Day 

 

The Bicentennial Almanac: 200 
Years of America 1776-1976 
by Calvin Darlington Linton 

1776 through 1976 reviewed with 
engaging, informative text, accompa-
nied by black and white photographs 
and illustrationsðmany color palettes 
on glossy paper; table on contents 
according to year; and a topical index. 
In light of the upcoming 250th cele-
bration of our country, this is a beauti-
ful book to take a look back on the 
history of America, 
 

The Faith of America 
by Fred Bauer 

Illustrated by the talented Norman 
Rockwell, this rare and vintage book 
is a perfect addition to any biblio-
phileôs collection.  
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 FEBRUARY 2026  
 
 Mon. Feb. 2, 6:00  PMñLWML Board Mtg -Confer. Rm 
 

                                       All are invited to attend!  
 

 Wed. Feb. 11, 10:00 AM ñWomenõs Bible Study-Confer. Rm 

 �´�)�R�U�J�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�µ���/�H�V�V�R�Q���������¶�)�R�U�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���<�R�X�U���3�U�R�G�L�J�D�O�V�·���S�J�V����������-218; 

�/�H�V�V�R�Q�������´�)�R�U�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���-�H�V�X�V�����2�X�U���*�R�R�G���6�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�µ���S�J�V����������-228 
 

 Wed. Feb. 11, 5:30 PM �³ Womenõs Bible Study-Oscar Carl Vine. 
   �´�/�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���-�H�V�X�V�µ���$���6�W�X�G�\���R�Q���*�R�G�·�V���6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����:�H�H�N������- 

    �·�/�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���-�H�V�X�V���:�K�H�Q���:�H�·�U�H���:�H�D�N�·�����S�J�V����������-115 
 

 Wed. Feb. 18, 12:00 PM & 5 PM ñSoup & Pie* -Fellowship Hall 
 

 Signup sheet for Ash Wednesday �¶�6�R�X�S���	���3�L�H�·���P�H�D�O�V���D�W��
the back of the sanctuary. Sign up if you are able to provide 
a pie or help serve either meal. 
                                             

 Thur. Feb. 19, 1:00 PM ñWomen Serving in Christ -Fellow Hall 
 

�%�L�E�O�H���6�W�X�G�\�����´�:�+�$�7-IS_HA-PEN-�,�1�*�"�µ���S�J�������������:�L�Q�W�H�U������������ 

Quarterly. Bible Study Leader: Yvonne Pedersen.  
Hostess (s): Eileen Bumsted 

 

 

 Sat.  Feb. 21, 8:30 AMñLWML IWD Board Mtg -Carrol, IA 
 

                           
 Wed. Feb. 22, 1:00 PM ñService Project -Lower-level Center Rm 

    Tying Blankets for Unity Point child Advocacy  
 

 Wed. Feb. 25, 10:00 AM ñWomenõs Bible Study-Confer. Rm 

�´�)�R�U�J�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V�µ���/�H�V�V�R�Q���������/�H�V�V�R�Q�������´�)�R�U�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���O�L�N�H���-�H�V�X�V�����2�X�U���*�R�R�G��
�6�K�H�S�K�H�U�G�µ���S�J�V����������-249 

 

Wed. Feb. 25, 5:30 PM �³ Womenõs Bible Study-Oscar Carl Vine. 
 �´�/�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���-�H�V�X�V�µ���$���6�W�X�G�\���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���6�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�����:�H�H�N����- �¶�/�H�D�Q�L�Q�J���R�Q���� 

 �-�H�V�X�V���:�K�H�Q���:�H���1�H�H�G���&�R�P�I�R�U�W�µ�����S�J�V����������-124 

We LOVE  

because He 
first loved us.  

1 John 4:19 


